Fiber density in acute and chronic inflammatory demyelinating polyneuropathy.
The fiber density in the deltoid, extensor digitorum communis, and first dorsal interosseous muscles was measured using SFEMG in 11 patients with acute and chronic inflammatory demyelinating polyneuropathy. The fiber density was increased in 58% of the muscles studied. The deltoid muscle was the most abnormal of the 3 muscles studied. There was no correlation with the clinical syndrome, with conduction block or slowed motor conduction, or with the distribution of weakness. Changes were noted even in patients studied within 3 weeks of presentation, suggesting that reinnervation begins soon after the onset of the disease.